
REVIEWS 
THE VICTORIA HISTORY OF THE COUNTY OF LEICESTER. VoL. V. Edited by J. M. Lee 

and R. A. McKinley. Oxford University Press (for the Institute of Historical 
Research), 1964. xvii + 367 pp. £7 7s. 

This volume was planned at the same time as the three previous Leicestershire 
volumes, as long ago as 1949. Some of the delay is the result of the local funds 
becoming extinct in 1958, when the volume was unfinished; 1the last stages were 
undertaken by the General Editor, Mr. R. B. Pugh, and his staff in London, with 
some aid from Mr. J.M. Lee. At present this looks like being the last ofithe Leicester
shire volumes, though it is only the first to be devoted to the county parishes. 
Whatever one may feel about shortcomings in the History as a whole, 11:he design is 
a grand one. Not to complete it, in some way or other, would be the one intolerable 
shortcoming. 

Gartree Hundred is the area covered by this volume. Of ,the articles on its 
thirty-eight parishes and four chapelries, Mrs. G. H. Martin has been responsible for 
twenty-three, Mr. Lee for ten, and Mr. McKinley the remaining eight. Each of the 
articles follows an established design. A fa irly general description of the parish, its 
geographical setting, its buildings (of all periods, and including modern council
housing down to the time of writing), and its recorded population, is followed by 
descents of the manors and any other estates, accounts of the economic history, of the 
parish administration, of the Church, Non-conformity, Schools, and charities, and 
then the same plan is followed for any civil parish or hamlet within the ancient 
ecclesiastical parish. Professor Simmons's appeal in a review of Vol. IV. in these 
Transactions for running-headlines on each page so that the reader my know where 
he is, has fortunately been answered, though the running-titles in this volume refer 
to mother-parishes and sometimes, but not always, to their offspring. It is, therefore; 
perhaps a pity the hamlets, etc., were not listed in the List of Contents. If one does 
not know that Nevill Holt, for instance, is a chapelry of Medbourne, one repairs to 
the excellent Index, where it is (rightly, yet unexpectedly) run to earth under Holt. 
The descriptions of the buildings, the result of much useful preliminary fieldwork, 
have been written by Margaret Tomlinson, assisted in nineteen of the parishes by 
Mr. S. R. Jones. 

In a brief introductory essay on the Hundred of Gartree an an historic unit, 
Mr. Lee sums up its physical appearance as an "almost unbroken expanse of grass
land", intersected at Shangton by the Roman road running south-east from Leicester 
and-almost at right-angles-a possibly even older trackway. There is a very good 
case for using the ancient Hundreds as units of historical description, in preference 
to a reduction of the whole county to the alphabetical order of parishes: there is the 
advantage of following the arrangement of Nichols, also the advantage of dealing with 
neighbouring places whose common features and interests can be discussed. This 
suggests the desirability of a more comprehensive introduction. The reference to 
the physical features of the landscape might conveniently be followed by a general 
summary of the local building-materials that, with the grasslands since the enclosures, 
have coloured and shaped the historic face of the Hundred. 

A short review can cover only a few points of detail. A careful reading of each 
of ,the parish-articles, though the reviewer is out of reach of most of the primary 
sources, inspires confidence in the standards of accuracy: the provision of footnote
references is properly lavish, so .that the foundation of almost every statement can be 
checked. This constitutes the main value of such large-scale and inevitably expensive 
historical surveys. Within the limits of the framework sketched above, the articles 
are readable and packed with interest for members of this Society. It is especially 
admirable that the history of each place is brought right up to the date of writing, 
to c. 1957-61. 

An indefensible omission is the failure in most of the articles to consider the .. 
evidence of the place-names. Occasionally, as at Bringhurst, where it is not very 
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illuminating, it gets a mention ("Bryni's hurst"). There, incidently, ,the early site is 
described as "a ring-shaped Saxon settlement". No evidence is given that the settlers 
were Saxon as distinct from English. Historians should avoid the archa:ologists' 
confusion of "Saxon" with "Anglo-Saxon" and ,their apparently total ignorance of 
the English. 

Facts about the more recent history of Bringhurst will be particularly helpful to 
future historians-that the electricity arrived in 1935, that the whole parish still 
depended on well-water in 1958. And they will be glad of the information that at 
Medbourne bus-services during the 1920s made it possible for the villagers to work 
at Market Harborough. Incidentally, although there is no general account of them, 
the traditional building-materials are mentioned in the articles on each of the parishes, 
and again one is thankful that the Royal Commission's old rule about stopping at 
1714 is here completely disregarded. We read, for instance, that at Prestgrave two 
pairs of council-houses were built on the west side of the village in 1955 and even 
that a small cottage dated 1701 was restored in 1958. Funthermore, the fabrics of 
the houses are related to any inventories of their contems <that may have been 
discovered, as by Professor W. G. Hoskins for the Collyns's house in Great Easton 
High Street. There is of course a very much fuller description of such houses as 
Noseley Hall than Professor N. Pevsner had room for. At Noseley, "a windmill was 
in existence in 1545 but there is no later reference to it. It probably stood in Mill 
Field and its site was marked by a small circle of trees in 1743; the <trees were standing 
on a slight mound in 1960." At Horninghold, stables of 1882 "show an early use 
of cavity-walling". These are impressively careful statements. 

Some members of the Society may be as much abashed as ,the reviewer not to 
have known that Saddington Reservoir was constructed as early as the 1790s as a 
catchment to supply the Grand Union Canal; and perhaps as delighted as the 
reviewer to learn whose initials adorn that familiar lead-cistern now in the courtyard 
of the old Guildhall in Leice~er: Mary Heard, of Billesdon, resurrected by Mrs. 
Martin in a footnote-quotation from Throsby as "a plain and single lady supposed to 
be worth £100,000". 

The volume is generously illustrated, and almost all the pictures are of good 
quality: out of forty-six, only one, a photograph of <the interior of King's Norton 
church, is seriously inadequate. A 1903 photograph shows the mechanical lift that 
for eleven years supplanted the slow system of lo:ks on ,the canal at Foxton. Here 
an explanatory note or caption on the operation of the lift would have been welcome, 
since its remains are incomplete, and its workings by no means clear from the photo
graph. Similarly, an aerial view of the centre of Market Harborough would have been 
more useful with an informed caption, since some of the questions it raises are not 
answered in the text, nor in the interesting map of the town based on old maps and 
plans. 

This volume's success is demonstrable. One's criticism focusses mostly on 
omissions. One wants more. It would be dismal if the Victoria County History were 
now defunct, not merely dormant. The editors and authors if this volume have 
maintained not only the exacting standards of the V.C.H., but also those of their 
many redoubtable predecessors in the writing of Leicestershire's history. 

NORMAN SCARFE 

THE INDUSTRIAL ARCH/1'.0LOGY OF THE EAST MIDLANDS. By David M. Smith. 
David & Charles, Macdonald & Co., 1965. 304 pp. Illustrated. 45s. 

The increasing interest in industrial archa:ology, the investigation of the actual 
remains of early industrial development, has produced a number of general and some 
particular studies. Messrs. David & Charles have launched a general survey of 
industrial archa:ology of which this is the second volume, dealing with Nottingham
shire, Leicestershire and parts of Derbyshire. Early industrial development in the 
area was dominated by the manufacture of hosiery, and was a result of the invention 
of the stocking frame in Nottinghamshire in 1589. The survival of the industry as a· 
domestic one in Leicestershire and Nottinghamshire until a late date has meant the 
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survival of a large number of frames and of early stockingers' houses and frameshops. 
More perhaps remain in Leicestershire itself than Dr. Smith suspects or mentions 
in his gazetteer, although this is not intended to be complete. Fleckney, however, 
would have merited inclusion, both as a hosiery village and a centre of brickmaking. 

The East Midlands area is also important as <the home of some of the most 
interesting and important developments in the early woven-tex;tile industries, and 
Dr. Smith sketches briefly the history of the Cromford and Belper mills and others, 
where inventors such as Arkwright, Hargreaves, and the Strutts, moving south from 
disapproving Lancashire, found more suitable conditions in which to develop the 
machinery that afterwards gave to Lancashire its pre-eminence in the modem cotton 
industry. Silk manufacture too was begun on an industrial scale by Sir Thomas 
Lombe in Derby in the early eighteenth century, •and factories remain both there 
and in Nottingham, though the industry itself has almost died out. 

Just as Hargreaves and Arkwright are associated by most people with cotton 
and Lancashire, so George and Robert Stephenson would not immediately be thought 
of in connexion with the East Midlands, but both played a major part in the 
development of railways in the area and particularly in the building of the Leicester 
and Swannington line, opened in 1832. This famous railway, pioneered by the 
Leicestershire coal-owners, brought coal to Leicester when the canal had failed to 
do so. George Stephenson was the consultant and his son Robert the engineer. It is 
still possible to study most of the original course of the line, and although Robert 
Stephenson's own lifting bridge at Soar Lane, Leicester, no longer survives, an 
almost identical structure of 1845 can still be identified and is to be preserved by 
Leicester Museum. 

Dr. Smith concludes by pointing out that a great deal of work remains to be 
done in the relatively new study of industrial archreology, a study in which local 
knowledge can play such a part. In Leicester we can congratulate the museum upon 
deciding to establish a museum of industrial archreology while there is still time to 
save important specimens of machinery and buildings, and, as Dr. Smith says, no 
more suitable place could have been chosen than the Abbey Park sewage works, 
where four Gimson pumping engines have been in use since 189r. 

The East Midlands offer examples of almost all the modem industries in which 
notably early developments took place. Dr. Smith's book is necessarily brief and can 
only for the most part indicate where further work is needed, but his more detailed 
studies give a useful guide for future investigators, some of whom we must hope will 
be found in Leicester. The publishers are to be praised ,too, for giving us a well
produced and well-illustrated book, though the poor lettering and the abbreviation 
on the spine are not up to the standard of the rest of the volume. 

JANET MARTIN 

LOUGHBOROUGH MARKETS AND FAIRS THROUGH SEVEN-AND-A-HALF-CENTURIES. 
By George H. Green and M. W. Green. Loughborough, Echo Press, 1964. 
79 pp. Illustrated. 4s. 6d. 

This study of the markets and fairs of Loughborough emerged from an interesting 
and unusual collaboration of a Workers' Educational Association tutor and his class 
of local-history students with the town's Market Manager. Its authors suggest that 
theirs may be '\the first detailed history of the markets and fairs of a small provincial 
town". History is perhaps a misleading term: except for a brief introductory 
discussion of medieval markets in the country at large and in Leicestershire the text 
is rather a commentary upon the sources for a history of the market, with extensive 
quotations. The sources range from the charters granted to Hugh Despenser in 
1221 and 1227, which are printed with a rich sprinkling of errors in an appendix, 
through Chancery and Star Chamber records, to the archives of the modem borough 
and reports in the local newspapers. The appendices include the texts of market 
proclamations, a list of Loughborough carriers and their inns, and a list of modem 
newspaper articles on the history of the town. 
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Despite its patchy narrative, the work represents a useful piece of research into 
an important aspect of municipal history, especially in the last section, when it 
discusses the Local Authority's control of the market since 1878, when the manorial 
lord sold his rights. Markets iand fairs have not yet had the attention that they 
deserve, and local studies like this one are both a contribution and encouragement 
to that comprehensive history of English markets that is still to be written. 
Loughborough is to be congratulated on its enterprise; everyone who reads this 
booklet will hope that the local-history group will continue and extend its research. 

PREHISTORIC ENGLAND. By Grahame Clark. 
ENGLISH CASTLES. By R. Allen Brown. 
THE ENGLISH ABBEY. By F. H. Crossley. 

SYLVIA MCINTYRE 

All published by B. T. Batsford Ltd. in 1962, price 5s. each. 

Messrs. Batsford's name is now immediately associated with illustrated books on 
English architecture and topography, and they issue selected titles in paperback form 
at a price within the reach of any pocket. The above three volumes, each fully revised, 
have been added to the series and should find a place on members' bookshelves along 
with those on parish churches, cathedrals, county houses and railways. 

In general the problem of obtaining clar1ty in the plates seems to have been 
overcome, though some of the pictures of abbeys are rather hazy. 

Ulverscroft and Owston get a mention, but not Leicester Abbey. Kirby Muxloe 
castle has a fair section devoted to its building accounts which now require to be 
republished in full. Breedon, Burrough and the Welby hoard, key-points in Midlands 
pre-history, are omitted. 

D. T-D. CLARKE 


